Cherry Valley City Council Meeting
Cherry Valley City Hall

166 Highway 1B

Cherry Valley, AR 72324

May 12, 2020
On May 12, 2020, the City of Cherry Valley meet for its regular City Council meeting.  Present were Mayor Adam Love, Council Member Earnest Meredith, Council Member James DeWitt, and Recorder Treasurer Stacey Bennett and Council Member Roy Dorris arriving at 6:05 pm
Visitors: Brett & Candis Stephens
The meeting was opened with prayer by Council Member James DeWitt.

On a motion made by Council Member Meredith, seconded by Council Member DeWitt to approve the April 14, 2020 minutes as read. 3 for 0 against 
On a motion made by Council Member Meredith, seconded by Council Member DeWitt to approve the Financial Statement and paying of bills. 3 for 0 against 

Visitor – Mr. & Mrs. Stephens have concerns with the safety of the children playing on Walnut due to individuals speeding on Walnut.  Mr. & Mrs. Stephens would like to see speed bumps installed to help slow the traffic.  The Stephens also had concerns that the traffic may travel down Dye Street if speed bumps was placed on Walnut.  They wanted the council to consider Dye Street as well for speed bumps for the children’s safety.  The council requested the Stephens to get a petition signed with ¾ of the residents in agreeance for the speed bumps. 
Fire – The fire department recently had an ISO evaluation for the ISO rating.  Prior to the evaluation the city limits had an ISO rating of a 5 and outside city limits was an ISO rating of 9/10.  Chief Shane Bell was pleased to announce the ISO evaluation results: the city limits and 5 miles outside the city limits are now a rating of an ISO rating of a 5 and out side the 5 miles is an ISO rating of a 10.  The new ISO rating will go in effect on August 1, 2020.

Police – Chief Jamie Walls has each patrol until with extra PPE for the officer’s for traffic stop due to COVID-19.  Chief Walls noted the department has made 4 felony arrest in the last month, and those cases have been turned over to the prosecutor ‘s office.   
Dog Pound – The kennels at the dog pound are in need of repairs.  Council requested to get a cost of repairs, so they could be made. 
2019 Fiscal Year Audit – Recorder-Treasurer Stacey Bennett present the auditors supplemental findings.  Mrs. Bennett noted the supplemental finding for the Mayor/ Recorder-Treasurer is from the fraudulent checks the cities across the state were hit with at the end of 2018 & first part of 2019.  All the fraudulent checks were turned over to the authorities and all monies was recovered.  
A. Mayor / Recorder-Treasurer - One Unauthorized withdrawal of $2,973.00 and two unauthorized withdrawals totaling $5,928.00 were made from the cities bank account in December 2018 & January 2019, respectively.  Entity personal discovered the unauthorized withdrawals upon reconciliation of affected bank account and the funds were recovered from the bank. 

B. Court Clerk – balances remaining int eh bank account was not identified with receipt numbers for cases no yet adjudicated in the amount of $1,079.00 as required by with Ark Code Acc 16-10-209.

1¢ City Sales Tax: The 1¢ city sales tax will expire this year.  The council wanted to continue the sales tax for a different purpose.  They voted to propose to the voters to continue the sales tax to be as follows: ¾ for City Park complex & ¼ for General.  
Recorder-Treasurer Stacey Bennett Ordinances No 171: Providing for the Levy of a 1% Sales & Use Tax within the City of Cherry Valley.  
On a motion made by council member DeWitt, seconded by council member Dorris to accept the 1st reading of Ordinance No 171 AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY OF A 1% SALES AND USE TAX WITH THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS, TO BE DIVIDED AS FOLLOWS:  3/4 TO THE CITY PARK COMPLEX AND 1/4 TO THE CITY GENERAL FUND; PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING THERETO; 3 for 0 against
On a motion made by council member  Dorris, seconded by council member Meredith to accept the 2nd  reading of Ordinance No 171 AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY OF A 1% SALES AND USE TAX WITH THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS, TO BE DIVIDED AS FOLLOWS:  3/4 TO THE CITY PARK COMPLEX AND 1/4 TO THE CITY GENERAL FUND; PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING THERETO; 3 for 0 against

On a motion made by councilmember Meredith, seconded by councilmember DeWitt to accept the 3rd  reading of Ordinance No 171 AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY OF A 1% SALES AND USE TAX WITH THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS, TO BE DIVIDED AS FOLLOWS:  3/4 TO THE CITY PARK COMPLEX AND 1/4 TO THE CITY GENERAL FUND; PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING THERETO; 3 for 0 against

Recorder-Treasurer Stacey Bennett Ordinances No 172: Calling for a Special election within the City of Cherry Valley.  
On a motion made by council member DeWitt, seconded by council member Dorris to accept the 1st reading of Ordinance No 172: AN ORDINANCE CALLING A SPECIAL ELECTION IN THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS, ON THE QUESTION OF LEVYING A ONE PERCENT (1%) SALES AND USE TAX WITHIN THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS; PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING THERETO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

3 for 0 against 
On a motion made by council member Dorris, seconded by council member Meredith to accept the 2nd t reading of Ordinance No 172: AN ORDINANCE CALLING A SPECIAL ELECTION IN THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS, ON THE QUESTION OF LEVYING A ONE PERCENT (1%) SALES AND USE TAX WITHIN THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS; PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING THERETO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

3 for 0 against 

On a motion made by council member Meredith, seconded by council member DeWitt to accept the 3rd  reading of Ordinance No 172: AN ORDINANCE CALLING A SPECIAL ELECTION IN THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS, ON THE QUESTION OF LEVYING A ONE PERCENT (1%) SALES AND USE TAX WITHIN THE CITY OF CHERRY VALLEY, ARKANSAS; PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING THERETO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

3 for 0 against 

Water – The council discussed the situation with COVID-19.  For the past two months customers have not been shut off for non-payment.  
On a motion made by council member DeWitt, seconded by council member to start back with the water policies as of May 2020.  If services are shut off for non-payment, the account must be paid in full before services will be restored.  3 for 0 against
Lawnmower Lease– Mayor Adam Love had Recorder-Treasurer Stacey Bennett sign the letter of intent to lease another mower for the city. The city is waiting on the final paperwork for the lease.  
Economic Development – The city partnered with R & S Equipment on 20-unit storage buildings.  The property only has enough room for 18-unit storage units instead of 20-unit storage buildings.  The council had no objections to reducing the number of units from 20 to 18.
On a motion made by Council Member DeWitt, seconded by Council Member Meredith to adjourn at 6:43 pm. 3 for 0 against
Next meeting will be June 9, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.
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Adam Love, Mayor

